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Sailing camps for underprivileged

By Steven Kendus
Special to the Whig -~

Maryland’s Department of
Juvenile Services recently re-
ceived a grant to fund sailing
camps for youths under the
supervision of the state.

The sailing camp gives
underprivileged teens the op-
portunity to spend six days on a

sailing vessel and learn how to-

sail, while gaining self-esteem
and learning the fundamentals
of ‘teamwork, honesty, trust
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North East vessel hosts teens from juvenile services

and responsibility.

Captain Phineas T.
McHenry, Ltd. out of North
East has been contracted by the
state to provide the sailing
camp to the children. Kenneth
Henry of North East, owner of
Captain Phineas McHenry,
Ltd. acts as captain of the sail-
ing vessel, “Francis Crow,”
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Juderprivileged teens work on the “Francis Crow” out of North East.

while his wife, Victoria, and
First Mate Greg Hawkins as-
sist him.

Kenneth and Victoria run
public sailing camps, as well as
the ones contracted by Juvenile
Services. They have a busy
schedule, with usually only one
day off between camps. How-
ever, they said the hard work is

Photo by Steven Kendus

not new to them because they
built their schooner “Francis
Crow,” named after an innova-
tor of the compass, by them-
selves in a friend’s backyard. It
took them over seven years to
complete the project, but the
“Franc¢is Crow” is among the
Coast Guard’s highest-rated
sailing vessels on the Chesa-
peake Bay.

The “Francis Crow” is a
schooner class sailing vessel
with two masts and four sails.
It has the capability of sleeping
more than 10 people comfor-
tably and has a galley and
bathrooms on board.

Captain Phineas McHenry,
Ltd. conducts numerous sailing
camps throughout the summer
months. The Juvenile Services-
sponsored sailing camps usu-
ally consist of eight appointed
children and one counselor,
along with the captain, his
wife, and the first mate.

Guilia Hodge of the Cecil
County Department of Juvenile
Services said, “If we can make a
difference in one child’s life
through the sailing camp, then
we feel we have been
successful.”

(Steven Kendus, a University
of Delaware student, writes ar-
ticles on volunteers for Cecil
County agencies.)
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